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Introduction 
 
POL13 usually consists of two modules, one on the UK and the other on the European Union, 
but in 2024/25 it will focus entirely on British politics because Professor Julie Smith is on 
research leave. The paper is designed to enable students to develop a detailed understanding 
of British political history since 1945, to engage critically with the political science literature 
on the UK, and to set contemporary debates over UK government and politics in a historical 
and comparative perspective.  
 
Four general points are worth noting: 
 

i. There are no formal prerequisites for this paper, though students who took the module 
on UK and US political economy in POL4 will find that it provides some useful 
background information. History and Politics students who have studied modern 
British history and Economics students who have studied British economic policy at 
Part I are not constrained by formal overlap rules, but should alert their supervisor and 
should aim to study new topics in order to get the most out of the paper. 

 
ii. Students are strongly encouraged to develop their general understanding of twentieth-

century British history and of the institutional structure of UK politics before the start 
of Michaelmas Term, so that they are ready to engage with the supervision topics at 
an appropriate level of sophistication. Reading textbooks and general histories is one 
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way of doing this, but diaries and memoirs can also provide valuable insights into 
how politics and policy-making worked.  

 
iii. The reading list for this paper is long, but students should not be intimidated by this. 

The goal is to enable you to dig deeply into the six topics you choose to write essays 
on, and to provide enough reading suggestions to allow you to develop your own 
interests (including when revising). Many of the 13 supervision topics contain 
multiple sub-topics, and in every case there is a choice of essay questions. The most 
important readings in each section have been marked with an asterisk, but supervisors 
will also be happy to provide guidance on what readings to start with.  
 

iv. Macroeconomic policy is inherently complex, but it is difficult to understand some 
key debates in post-war British politics (particularly in the 1960s and 1970s) without 
engaging with it. Partly for this reason, there is a dedicated lecture on ‘Economic 
policy-making in post-war Britain’ (lecture 7) which will be given by Dr Labarca. The 
History Faculty also runs an introductory lecture series on ‘Economics with 
Historians’, which you might find useful if you haven’t studied Economics before. 

 
Teaching arrangements 
 
The teaching for this paper consists of lectures and supervisions spread across Michaelmas 
and Lent Terms, and one or more Easter Term revision classes. There will be 24 lectures in 
total, and each student should have six supervisions. 

• Supervisions for HSPS and History and Politics students will be organized centrally 
by the paper organizer; supervisions for Economics students and visiting students 
should be organized by the student’s college. 

• The lectures will take place in Michaelmas Term and in weeks 1-4 of Lent Term, so 
that as far as possible students will be able to attend the relevant lectures before 
writing their supervision essays.  

• Many students study three of the historical topics in Michaelmas Term (topics 1-5) 
and three of the thematic and contemporary topics in Lent Term (topics 6-13), though 
this is not compulsory. You should discuss your interests with your supervisor at an 
early stage in order to plan out a pathway through the paper. 
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Lectures 
 
Michaelmas Term 
Fridays at 11am in SG1, Alison Richard Building (weeks 1, 2, 4 and 7)  
Fridays at 11am in the Hopkinson Lecture Theatre, Phoenix Building (weeks 3, 5, 6 and 8) 
Tuesdays at 11am in SG1, Alison Richard Building 
 
1. Introduction: British politics in theory and practice (Prof. Sloman) 
2. Studying British politics: Diverse perspectives (Dr Labarca) 
3. The Second World War and the Attlee governments (Prof. Sloman) 
4. Party politics in the post-war era, 1945-73 (Prof. Sloman) 
5. Political ideas in the post-war era, 1945-73 (Prof. Sloman) 
6. British politics in the 1950s and 1960s (Dr Labarca) 
7. Economic policy-making in post-war Britain (Dr Labarca) 
8. The crisis of the post-war settlement? Britain in the 1970s (Prof. Sloman) 
9. Thatcherism (Prof. Sloman) 
10. New Labour (Prof. Sloman) 
11. The Cameron-Clegg coalition, 2010-15 (Prof. Sloman) 
12. Contemporary economic policy issues (Dr Labarca) 
13. Parties, voters, and elections I: Theory (Dr Labarca) 
14. Parties, voters, and elections II: Empirical analysis (Prof. Sloman) 
15. Devolution and nationalism I: The UK as a multi-national state (Prof. Sloman) 
16. Devolution and nationalism II: Multi-level governance since 1999 (Dr Labarca) 
 
Lent Term 
Fridays at 9am in SG2, Alison Richard Building (weeks 1-4) 
and Tuesdays at 4pm in SG1, Alison Richard Building (weeks 1-4)  
 
17. Parliament in the twenty-first century (Prof. Sloman) 
18. Constitutional reform (Prof. Sloman) 
19. Public policy I: Whitehall and contemporary politics (Dr Labarca) 
20. Public policy II: Immigration and integration (Prof. Sloman) 
21. Public Policy III: The welfare state (Prof. Sloman) 
22. Britain in the world (Dr Labarca) 
23. Britain and Europe (Prof. Sloman) 
24. British politics in the 2020s (Prof. Sloman) 
 
  



4 
 

 
Mock written examination for 2024/25 
 
Students taking the written exam should answer three questions.  
 
Note that the structure of POL13 has changed several times in recent years, to take account of 
student feedback and academic leave patterns, and will change again for 2024/25; the mock 
exam paper below has been designed with this year’s paper in mind. There will be one 
question on each of the 13 supervision topics, though students should note that some of these 
topics are very broad, and the questions may therefore be rather different to those which they 
have tackled for supervision essays.  
 
1. How far does ‘class politics’ explain the policies pursued by the Labour governments of 

1945-51? 
2. What were the goals of the 1951-64 Conservative governments, and how far did they 

achieve them? 
3. Is the collapse of the ‘post-war settlement’ in 1970s Britain best explained by economic 

crisis, social change, or political malaise? 
4. ‘The Conservative Party owed its remarkable dominance of the politics of the 1980s to 

luck more than to skill or conscious design.’ (Peter Dorey et al.) Do you agree? 
5. ‘New Labour underestimated its room for manoeuvre: despite securing unprecedented 

parliamentary majorities, Blair and Brown were terrified that Britain remained a 
fundamentally Conservative country.’ (Patrick Diamond) Is this a convincing analysis of 
the New Labour governments?  

6. Do recent election results in Britain suggest that parties should focus on winning the 
‘median voter’? 

7. How and why has the ‘core executive’ changed since 1997? You may, if you wish, focus 
your answer on one or more prime ministers. 

8. In what sense, if any, is the UK Parliament ‘sovereign’? 
9. EITHER What makes a successful First Minister? OR Why have some ‘metro mayors’ 

been more prominent and effective than others?  
10. Has the impact of immigration on post-war British politics been overstated? 
11. Is the UK’s entry into the European Communities in the 1970s best understood as a 

response to geopolitical decline? 
12. How has Bank of England independence reshaped British economic policy? 
13. How has the legacy of the 2008 financial crisis shaped EITHER the Conservative Party’s 

approach to government since 2010 OR the Labour Party’s policy development in 
opposition? 
 

 
 

  



5 
 

 
General and background readings 
 
Historical background 
 
Peter Clarke, Hope and Glory: Britain 1900-2000 (2004) 
John Davis, Waterloo Sunrise: London from the Sixties to Thatcher (Princeton, NJ, 2022) 
Edmund Dell, The Chancellors: A History of the Chancellors of the Exchequer, 1945-90 
(1996) 
David Edgerton, The Rise and Fall of the British Nation: A Twentieth-Century History (2018) 
Peter Hennessy, The Prime Minister: The Office and Its Holders since 1945 (2000) 
Ross McKibbin, Parties and People: England, 1914-1951 (Oxford, 2010) 
James Mitchell, The Scottish Question (Oxford, 2014) 
Ian Sanjay Patel, We’re Here Because You Were There: Immigration and the End of Empire 
(2021) 
Susan Pedersen, Eleanor Rathbone and the Politics of Conscience (New Haven, CT, 2004) 
Robert Saunders, Yes to Europe! The 1975 Referendum and Seventies Britain (Cambridge, 
2018) 
Camilla Schofield, Enoch Powell and the Making of Postcolonial Britain (Cambridge, 2013) 
Florence Sutcliffe-Braithwaite, Class, Politics, and the Decline of Deference in England, 
1968-2000 (Oxford, 2018) 
Jim Tomlinson, Managing the Economy, Managing the People: Narratives of Economic Life 
in Britain from Beveridge to Brexit (Oxford, 2017) 
Richard Vinen, Thatcher’s Britain: The Political and Social Upheavals of the 1980s (2009) 
 
General readings and reference works 
 
Aled Davies, Ben Jackson, and Florence Sutcliffe-Braithwaite (eds.), The Neoliberal Age? 
Britain since the 1970s (2022) – available as a free pdf download at 
https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/126996  
Geoffrey Evans and Pippa Norris (eds.), Critical Elections: British Parties and Voters in 
Long-Term Perspective (1999) 
Richard Heffernan et al. (eds.), Developments in British Politics Ten (Basingstoke, 2016) 
 
Diaries and memoirs 
 
Gavin Barwell, Chief of Staff: Notes from Downing Street (2021) 
Gyles Brandreth, Breaking the Code: Westminster Diaries, 1992-97 (1999) 
Alastair Campbell, The Alastair Campbell Diaries (6 vols., 2010-17)  
Barbara Castle, The Castle Diaries, 1964-70 (1984) 
Norman Fowler, The Best of Enemies: Diaries 1980-1997 (2023) 
Douglas Hurd, An End to Promises: Sketch of a Government, 1970-74 (1979) 
Oona King, House Music: The Oona King Diaries (2008) 
Tim Lankester, Inside Thatcher’s Monetarism Experiment (2024) 
David Laws, Coalition Diaries: 2012-2015 (2017) 
Damian McBride, Power Trip: A Decade of Policy, Plots and Spin (2013) 
Steve Richards, Whatever it Takes: The Real Story of Gordon Brown and New Labour (2010) 
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1. The Second World War and the Attlee governments 
 
[Note: the supervision questions and exam question will focus on the 1945 election and the 
Attlee governments, but it is important to know something about political developments 
during the Second World War in order to contextualise what happened afterwards.] 
 
(a) What do the results of the 1945, 1950, and 1951 elections tell us about British voters’ 
attitudes to ‘socialism’?  
OR (b) What were the objectives of the Attlee governments, and how far did they achieve 
them? 
 
i. The Second World War and the 1945 general election 
 
*Ross McKibbin, Parties and People: England, 1914-1951 (Oxford, 2010), chapters 4-6 
Paul Addison, The Road to 1945. British Politics and the Second World War (1975; 2nd edn. 
with epilogue, 1993), esp. introduction and chapters 6, 9 and 10  
Kevin Jeffreys, ‘British politics and social policy during the Second World War’, Historical 
Journal, 30 (1987) 
Rodney Lowe, ‘The Second World War, consensus, and the foundation of the welfare state’, 
Twentieth Century British History, 1 (1990) 
José Harris, ‘War and social history: Britain and the home front during the Second World 
War’, Contemporary European History, 1 (1992) 
Andrew Thorpe, Parties at War: Political Organisation in Second World War Britain 
(Oxford, 2009) 
Kit Kowol, ‘The Conservative movement and dreams of Britain’s post-war future’, Historical 
Journal, 62 (2019) 
Steven Fielding, ‘What did “the people” want? The meaning of the 1945 general election’, 
Historical Journal, 35 (1992) 
Stephen Brooke, ‘The Labour Party and the 1945 general election’, Contemporary Record, 9 
(1995) 
Rebecca Goldsmith, ‘Mass-Observation and vernacular politics at the 1945 general election’, 
Twentieth Century British History, 34 (2023) 
 
ii. The Attlee governments, 1945-51 
 
*Kenneth O. Morgan, Labour in Power. 1945-1951 (Oxford, 1984), chapters 1-4, 11 
OR *Henry Pelling, The Labour Governments, 1945-51 (Basingstoke, 1984), chapters 1-2, 5-
6 and conclusion 
OR *Martin Francis, Ideas and Policies under Labour 1945-51: Building a New Britain 
(Manchester, 1997), chapters 1-4 
*Jim Tomlinson, ‘Planning: Debate and policy in the 1940s’, Twentieth Century British 
History, 3 (1992) 
Jim Tomlinson, Democratic Socialism and Economic Policy: The Attlee Years, 1945-1951 
(Cambridge, 1996) 
Alan Booth, ‘The “Keynesian revolution” in economic policy-making’, Economic History 
Review, 36 (1983), with response by Jim Tomlinson (1984) 
Alan Booth, ‘How long are “light years” in British politics? The Labour Party’s economic 
ideas in the 1930s’, Twentieth Century British History, 7 (1996) 
Stephen Brooke, ‘Revisionists and fundamentalists: The Labour Party and economic policy 
during the Second World War’, Historical Journal, 32 (1989) 
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*Charles Webster, ‘Conflict and consensus: Explaining the British Health Service’, Twentieth 
Century British History, 1 (1990) 
Martin Francis, ‘A socialist policy for education? Labour and the secondary school, 1945-
51’, History of Education, 24 (1995) 
Ina Zweiniger-Bargielowska, ‘Rationing, austerity, and the Conservative Party recovery after 
1945’, Historical Journal, 37 (1994) 
D.E. Butler, The British General Election of 1951 (1952) 
 
2. From ‘austerity’ to ‘affluence’: The Conservative governments, 1951-64 
 
(a) How far was ‘affluence’ the foundation of the Conservatives’ political success in the 
1950s?  
OR (b) What, if anything, did the Conservative governments of 1951-64 seek to conserve?  
 
i. General works and interpretations 
 
Peter Clarke, Hope and Glory: Britain 1900-2000 (2004), chapters 7 and 8 
John Turner, Macmillan (1994) 
D.R. Thorpe, Supermac: The Life of Harold Macmillan (2010), parts III and IV 
Lawrence Black and Hugh Pemberton (eds.), An Affluent Society? Britain’s Post-War 
‘Golden Age’ Revisited (Aldershot, 2004), esp. introduction 
David Butler et al., ‘Symposium 1961-1964: Did the Conservatives lose direction?’, 
Contemporary Record, 2 (1989) 
Martin Francis, ‘Tears, tantrums, and bared teeth: The emotional economy of three 
Conservative prime ministers, 1951-1963’, Journal of British Studies, 41 (2002) 
 
ii. The Conservative Party and its electoral strategies during the 1940s and 50s 
 
*Ina Zweiniger-Bargielowska, ‘Rationing, austerity, and the Conservative Party recovery 
after 1945’, Historical Journal, 37 (1994) 
*E.H.H. Green, ‘The Conservative Party, the state and the electorate’, in Jon Lawrence and 
Miles Taylor, Party, State and Society: Electoral Behaviour in Britain since 1820 (Aldershot, 
1997) 
*Andrew J. Taylor, ‘“The record of the 1950s is irrelevant”: The Conservative Party, 
electoral strategy and opinion research, 1945-64’, Contemporary British History, 17 (2003) 
John Ramsden, ‘“A Party for owners or a party for earners?’ How far did the British 
Conservative Party really change after 1945?’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 
fifth series, 37 (1987) 
Amy Black and Stephen Brooke, ‘The Labour Party, women, and the problem of gender, 
1951-1966’, Journal of British Studies, 36 (1997) 
 
iii. Economic policy 
 
Alec Cairncross, ‘Economic policy and performance, 1945-1964’, in Roderick Floud and 
D.N. McCloskey (eds.), The Economic History of Britain since 1700, vol. 3: 1939-1992 
(1994) 
E.H.H. Green, ‘The Conservative Party and Keynes’, in E.H.H. Green and Duncan Tanner 
(eds.), The Strange Survival of Liberal England (Cambridge, 2007) 
Alan Booth, ‘Inflation, expectations, and the political economy of Conservative Britain, 
1951-1964’, Historical Journal, 43 (2000) 
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Samuel Brittan, The Treasury Under the Tories, 1951-1964 (Harmondsworth, 1964), later 
republished as Steering the Economy: The Role of the Treasury (1969) 
Jim Tomlinson, ‘Conservative modernisation, 1960-64: Too little, too late?’, Contemporary 
British History, 11 (1997) 
Hugh Pemberton, ‘Relative decline and British economic policy in the 1960s’, Historical 
Journal, 47 (2004) 
 
iv. Social policy 
 
Harriet Jones, ‘New tricks for an old dog? The Conservatives and social policy, 1951-5’, in 
Anthony Gorst, Lewis Johnman, and W. Scott Lucas (eds.), Contemporary British History, 
1931-61 (1991) 
Harriet Jones, ‘“This is magnificent!” 300,000 houses a year and the Tory revival after 1945’, 
Contemporary British History, 14 (2000) 
Peter Weiler, ‘The rise and fall of the Conservatives’ “grand design for housing”, 1951-64’, 
Contemporary British History, 14 (2000) 
Rodney Lowe, ‘The replanning of the welfare state, 1957-1964’, in Martin Francis and Ina 
Zweiniger-Bargielowska (eds.), The Conservatives and British Society, 1880-1980 (Cardiff, 
1996) 
Mark Jarvis, Conservative Governments, Morality and Social Change in Affluent Britain, 
1957-64 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2005), esp. introduction 
 
3. Governing Britain, 1964-79 
 
(a) Why did EITHER the 1964-70 Wilson government OR the 1970-74 Heath government 
find it so difficult to satisfy voters’ expectations? 
OR (b) Has the ‘crisis’ in British government during the 1970s been exaggerated? 
 
i. Social change and the politics of ‘crisis’ 
 
*Robert Saunders, ‘“Crisis? What Crisis?” Thatcherism and the seventies’, in Ben Jackson 
and Robert Saunders (eds.), Making Thatcher’s Britain (Cambridge, 2012) 
*Emily Robinson et al., ‘Telling stories about post-war Britain: Popular individualism and the 
“crisis” of the 1970s’, Twentieth Century British History, 28 (2017) 
Anthony King, ‘Overload: Problems of governing in the 1970s’, Political Studies, 23 (1975) 
John H. Goldthorpe, ‘The current inflation: Towards a sociological account’, in Fred Hirsch 
and John H. Goldthorpe (eds.), The Political Economy of Inflation (Cambridge, MA, 1978) 
Colin Hay, ‘Chronicles of a death foretold: the Winter of Discontent and construction of the 
crisis of British Keynesianism’, Parliamentary Affairs, 63 (2010) 
Camilla Schofield, Enoch Powell and the Making of Postcolonial Britain (Cambridge, 2013) 
Peter Sloman, ‘“Take power – vote Liberal!”: Jeremy Thorpe, the 1974 Liberal revival, and 
the politics of 1970s Britain’, English Historical Review, 137 (2022) 
 
ii. The Wilson government, 1964-70 
 
*Lewis Baston, ‘The age of Wilson, 1955-1979’, in Brian Brivati and Richard Heffernan 
(eds.), The Labour Party: A Centenary History (2000) 
*Glen O’Hara, ‘“Dynamic, exciting, thrilling change”: The Wilson government’s economic 
policies’, Contemporary British History, 20 (2006) 
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Hugh Pemberton, ‘Taxation and Labour’s modernisation programme’, Contemporary British 
History, 20 (2006) 
Stephen Thornton, ‘A case of confusion and incoherence: Social security under Wilson, 
1964-70’, Contemporary British History, 20 (2006) 
Richard Tyler, ‘“Victims of our history”? Barbara Castle and In Place of Strife’, 
Contemporary British History, 20 (2006) 
Ilaria Favretto, ‘“Wilsonism” reconsidered: Labour Party revisionism 1952-64’, 
Contemporary British History, 14 (2000) 
Jim Tomlinson, The Labour Governments 1964-1970, vol. 3: Economic Policy (2004), 
chapters 1-3 
Ben Pimlott, Harold Wilson (1992) 
 
iii. The Heath government, 1970-74 
 
Stuart Ball and Anthony Seldon (eds.), The Heath Government 1970-1974: A Reappraisal 
(Harlow, 1996), esp. essays by Seldon, Cairncross, Ball and Bogdanor 
John Campbell, Edward Heath: A Biography (1993) 
Adrian Williamson, Conservative Economic Policymaking and the Birth of Thatcherism, 
1964-1979 (Basingstoke, 2015) 
Douglas Hurd, An End to Promises: Sketch of a Government, 1970-74 (1979) 
Michael Kandiah et al., ‘The Heath government: Witness seminar’, Contemporary Record, 9 
(1995) 
Peter Sloman, ‘Harold Wilson, “Selsdon Man”, and the defence of social democracy in 1970s 
Britain’, Twentieth Century British History, 33 (2022) 
 
iv. The 1974-9 Labour governments 
 
*Martin Rhodes, ‘Desperately seeking a solution: Social democracy, Thatcherism and the 
“Third Way” in British welfare’, in Maurizio Ferrera and Martin Rhodes (eds.), Recasting 
European Welfare States (2000) 
Noel Thompson, ‘Economic ideas and the development of economic opinion’, in Richard 
Coopey and N.W.C. Woodward (eds.), Britain in the 1970s: The Troubled Economy (1996) 
Michael Artis et al., ‘Social democracy in hard times: The economic policy of the Labour 
government, 1974-1979’, Twentieth Century British History, 3 (1992) 
Raymond Plant, ‘Political thought: Socialism in a cold climate’, in Anthony Seldon and 
Kevin Hickson (eds.), New Labour, Old Labour: The Wilson and Callaghan Governments, 
1974-79 (2004)  
Peter A. Hall, ‘Policy paradigms, social learning, and the state: The case of economic 
policymaking in Britain’, Comparative Politics, 25 (1992-3) 
Andrew Gamble, The Free Economy and the Strong State: The Politics of Thatcherism 
(Basingstoke, 1988; second edition, 1994), chapters 1-3 
 
4. Margaret Thatcher and the Conservative governments, 1979-97  
 
(a) Did ‘Thatcherism’ have a coherent ideological core? If so, what was it? 
OR (b) How far, and how, did Margaret Thatcher create new bases of support for the 
Conservative Party? 
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i. Introductions, interpretations and biographies 
 
*Ben Jackson and Robert Saunders (eds.), Making Thatcher’s Britain (Cambridge, 2012), 
esp. introduction and essays by Saunders, Tomlinson, Grimley, Beers (on ‘Thatcher and the 
women’s vote’), and Lawrence and Sutcliffe-Braithwaite  
*E.H.H. Green, Thatcher (Oxford, 2006) 
Richard Vinen, Thatcher’s Britain: The Politics and Social Upheaval of the 1980s (2009) 
Robert Saunders, ‘The many lives of Margaret Thatcher’, English Historical Review, 132 
(2017) 
John Campbell, Margaret Thatcher (2 vols., 2000-2003) 
John Campbell, ‘“The eyes of Caligula, the mouth of Marilyn Monroe” – the femininity of 
Margaret Thatcher’, in Alistair Horne (ed.), Telling Lives (2000) 
Ben Jackson, ‘Intellectual histories of neoliberalism and their limits’, in Aled Davies, Ben 
Jackson, and Florence Sutcliffe-Braithwaite (eds.), The Neoliberal Age? Britain since the 
1970s (2022) – available at https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/126996  
 
ii. Thatcherism and the Conservative Party 
 
*Andrew Gamble, The Free Economy and the Strong State: The Politics of Thatcherism 
(Basingstoke, 1988; second edition, 1994) 
*E.H.H. Green, ‘Thatcherism: An historical perspective’, Transactions of the Royal 
Historical Society, sixth series, 9 (1999) 
*Andrew Adonis, ‘The transformation of the Conservative Party in the 1980s’, in Andrew 
Adonis and Tim Hames (eds.), A Conservative Revolution? The Thatcher-Reagan Decade in 
Perspective (Manchester, 1994) 
Jim Bulpitt, ‘The discipline of the new democracy: Mrs Thatcher’s domestic statecraft’, 
Political Studies, 34 (1986) 
Mark Garnett and Ian Gilmour, ‘Thatcherism and the Conservative tradition’, in Martin 
Francis and Ina Zweiniger-Bargielowska (eds.), The Conservatives and British Society, 
1880–1990 (Cardiff, 1996) 
 
iii. The Thatcher governments and their policies 
 
Stephen Farrall and Colin Hay (eds.), The Legacy of Thatcherism: Assessing and Exploring 
Thatcherite Social and Economic Policies (Oxford, 2014) 
David Marsh and R.A.W. Rhodes (eds.), Implementing Thatcherite Policies: Audit of an Era 
(Buckingham, 1992) 
Christopher Dow, Major Recessions: Britain and the World 1920-1995 (Oxford, 2000), 
chapters on the 1980s and 1990s 
Matthew Francis, ‘“A crusade to enfranchise the many”: Thatcherism and the “property-
owning democracy”’, Twentieth Century British History, 23 (2012) 
Florence Sutcliffe-Braithwaite, ‘Neo-liberalism and morality in the making of Thatcherite 
social policy’, Historical Journal, 55 (2012) 
Bernhard Rieger, ‘Making Britain work again: Unemployment and the remaking of British 
social policy in the Eighties’, English Historical Review, 133 (2018) 
Aled Davies et al., ‘“Everyman a capitalist” or “Free to choose”? Exploring the tensions 
within Thatcherite individualism’, Historical Journal, 61 (2018) 
Adrian Williamson, Conservative Economic Policymaking and the Birth of Thatcherism, 
1964-1979 (Basingstoke, 2015)  
  

https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/126996
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5. New Labour 
 
(a) What, if anything, was distinctively ‘Labour’ about the Blair government’s domestic 
policies? 
OR (b) ‘Modernisation is about adapting to conditions that have objectively changed, and not 
reacting to polls’ (Tony Blair and Gerhard Schroeder, 1998). Is this an accurate description of 
New Labour’s political strategy? 
 
i. General readings and interpretations 
 
*Andrew Gamble, ‘New Labour and political change’, Parliamentary Affairs, 63 (2010) 
*Colin Hay, The Political Economy of New Labour (Manchester, 1999), chapters 1-3 
*Glen O’Hara, ‘New Labour in power: Five problems of contemporary history’, Political 
Quarterly, 94 (2023) 
Steven Fielding, The Labour Party: Continuity and Change in the Making of “New” Labour 
(Basingstoke, 2003) 
Matt Beech, ‘New Labour’, in Raymond Plant et al. (eds.), The Struggle for Labour’s Soul: 
Understanding Labour’s Political Thought since 1945 (2004) 
David Coates, Prolonged Labour: The Slow Birth of New Labour Britain (Basingstoke, 2005) 
Mark Bevir, New Labour: A Critique (Abingdon, 2005) 
Mark Wickham-Jones, ‘Neoliberalism and the Labour Party’, in Aled Davies, Ben Jackson, 
and Florence Sutcliffe-Braithwaite (eds.), The Neoliberal Age? Britain since the 1970s (2022) 
– available at https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/126996  
Mark Wickham-Jones, ‘Signaling credibility: Electoral strategy and New Labour in Britain’, 
Political Science Quarterly, 120 (2005) 
Colm Murphy, Futures of Socialism: ‘Modernisation’, the Labour Party, and the British Left, 
1973-1997 (Cambridge, 2023) 
 
ii. Economic and social policies  
 
*Patrick Diamond and Michael Kenny, Reassessing New Labour: Market, State and Society 
under Blair and Brown (Chichester, 2011; also published as a special issue of Political 
Quarterly, 2010) esp. introduction and essays by Corry, Horton and Brivati 
Glen O’Hara, New Labour’s Domestic Policies: Neoliberal, Social Democratic, or a Unique 
Blend? (2018) – available online at https://institute.global/news/new-labours-domestic-
policies-neoliberal-social-democratic-or-unique-blend  
Martin Rhodes, ‘Desperately seeking a solution: Social democracy, Thatcherism and the 
“Third Way” in British welfare’, in Maurizio Ferrera and Martin Rhodes (eds.), Recasting 
European Welfare States (2000)  
Jim Tomlinson, ‘Tale of a death exaggerated: How Keynesian policies survived the 1970s’, 
Contemporary British History, 21 (2007) 
Andrew Glyn and Stewart Wood, ‘New Labour’s economic policy’, in Andrew Glyn (ed.), 
Social Democracy in Neoliberal Times: The Left and Economic Policy since 1980 (Oxford, 
2001) 
Matthew Flinders and Dion Curry, ‘Bi-constitutionality: Unravelling New Labour’s 
constitutional orientations’, Parliamentary Affairs, 61 (2008) 
Matt Beech and Simon Lee (eds.), The Brown Government: A Policy Evaluation (Abingdon, 
2010) 

https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/126996
https://institute.global/news/new-labours-domestic-policies-neoliberal-social-democratic-or-unique-blend
https://institute.global/news/new-labours-domestic-policies-neoliberal-social-democratic-or-unique-blend
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Carol Johnson and Fran Tonkiss, ‘The third influence: The Blair government and Australian 
Labor’, Policy & Politics, 30 (2002) 
Tom O’Grady, The Transformation of British Welfare Policy (Oxford, 2022), chapter 7 on 
welfare politics 
Peter Sloman, Transfer State (Oxford, 2019), chapter 7 on tax credits 
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