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Course Description

This course looks at a selection of formative theories of democracy in the modern world. The aim of this overview is to explore historical controversies surrounding the relationship between key democratic institutions and values. The topics examined include: the state, the franchise, the popular will, revolution, contract, parliamentarism, parties, government, equality, liberty and representation. The course will investigate the clash between institutions and values as examined in influential arguments extending from seventeenth-century England to revolutionary France, and into the era of modern mass democracy. By the end of the course, you will have an advanced understanding of diverse debates about modern democracy, as well as a deeper understanding of the ideals that underpin this form of politics and its criticism.

The course comprises six set texts, one each week. These should be read before class, preferably in the specified editions so we can all easily find our way to the same page. Guiding questions are also provided below to give some sense of the range of issues covered. A list of secondary reading is also found below. Please feel free to find works listed in foreign languages in translation. Suggestions for further reading on specific topics will be made in class.

Course Structure

Week 1: Thomas Hobbes, Elements of Law

Week 2: Jean-Jacques Rousseau, On the Social Contract

Week 3: Emmanuel Joseph Sieyès, What is the Third Estate?

Week 4: Alexis De Tocqueville, The Old Regime and the Revolution in France

Week 5: Carl Schmitt, The Crisis of Parliamentary Democracy

Week 6: Joseph Schumpeter, Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy


Primary Reading List

Thomas Hobbes, The Elements of Law ed. J. C. A. Gaskin (Oxford: 1994)

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, On the Social Contract trans. Donald A. Cress (Hackett: 1987)

Emmanuel Joseph Sieyès, What is the Third Estate? ed. Michael Sonenscher (Hackett: 2003)

Alexis De Tocqueville, The Old Regime and the Revolution in France (Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 2003)

Carl Schmitt, The Crisis of Parliamentary Democracy trans. Ellen Kennedy (MIT: 1988)

Joseph Schumpeter, Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy (Routledge: 1950)


Seminar Questions

I Hobbes:

1. What are the basic faculties of man according to Hobbes in the Elements of Law?
2. What is the relationship between reason and the passions?
3. What are the causes of conflict between human beings in the natural state?
4. What are the main laws of nature?
5. What is the nature of the body politic?
6. What is the relationship between a multitude and a political union?
7. What are the origins of the civil state?
8. What are the different forms of government?
9. What are the causes of rebellion?

II Rousseau:

1. What is natural right according to Rousseau?
2. How does this differ from the right of conquest?
3. Hoes does the social compact operate?
4. What are the rights of Sovereignty?
5. What is the relationship between the will of all and the general will?
6. What is the difference between the legislator and the sovereign?
7. What is the difference between sovereignty and government?
8. Is a democratic government possible for Rousseau?

III Sieyès:

1. What political situation in France is What is the Third Estate addressing?
2. What socio-economic orders compose the nation?
3. What has been the historical foundation of French politics prior to 1788?
4. What are the main epochs in the formation of political society?
5. What is the relationship between democracy and representation?

IV Tocqueville:

1. What is the relationship between revolution and religion?
2. Was the revolution a radical break?
3. What was the cause of divisions in France?
4. What was the passion of the revolution?
5. What was the role of men of letters?

V Schmitt:

1. What is the role of homogeneity and equality in modern democracy?
2. What are the characteristics of democracy?
3. What is the theory of parliamentarism?
4. What is the theory of dictatorship in Marxism?

VI Schumpeter:

1. What is the classical theory of democracy?
2. What is democracy in practical reality?
3. What is the role of opinion and leadership?
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