
 Will your research involve 

participants?  

This includes participants for 

interviews, focus groups, 

questionnaires, online forums etc 

Are your participants 

over 18? 

Are your participants “vulnerable 

adults?” 

This includes anyone unable to give their 

own informed consent, such as those with 

a learning disability or cognitive 

impairment, people who are dependant 

upon carers, and people who are 

otherwise behind other adult gatekeepers 

YES 

YES 

YES 

You will need enhanced Ethical Approval 

from the POLIS Ethics Committee1 and any 

other relevant external ethics committees. 

• Please complete the Application for 

Ethical Approval (VA) Form and 

return it to your Course 

Administrator with the required 

documents 

• If you will access your participants 

via external institutions or bodies, 

contact them to ask about their own 

ethical review processes. 

You will need enhanced Ethical Approval from the 

POLIS Ethics Committee.1  

• Please complete the Application for Ethical 

Approval (U18) Form and return it to your 

Course Administrator with the required 

documents 

1. For U18 and VA review the POLIS committee will forward documents to the HSS School Ethics Committee for additional review.  

Please be aware that response times will be longer, potentially up to 6-8 weeks.        

Will your research involve.. 

• Use of any access-controlled data? 

• Use of any sensitive or ‘special category’ data? 

• Sharing of personal data or confidential information with others 

(including data gathered outside of the UK)? 

 

 

You will need Ethical Approval from your 

Supervisor. 

• Please complete the Application 

for Ethical Approval (DATA) Form 

and return it to your Course 

Administrator with the required 

documents and your supervisor’s 

signature 

You will need Standard Ethical Approval from the 

POLIS Ethics Committee 

• Please complete the Application for 

Ethical Approval (A) Form and return it to 

your Course Administrator with the 

required documents 

NO 

NO 

YES 
TO 
ANY 

NO TO ALL 

If your research does not 

involve participants or 

personal data, you do not 

need Ethical Approval. 

• Please complete the 

Ethics Confirmation 

Form and return it to 

your Course 

Administrator with 

your supervisor’s 

signature 

 

NO 
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