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Multilateral organizations have come under increasing fire during the past few decades. Around the world, the tide seems to be shifting away from globalization and global governance towards growing economic and political nationalism. Failure to solve the European and global financial crises or to agree binding targets for global Co2 emissions, cuts to the funding of international organizations like the WHO, and high-profile state withdrawals from, inter alia, the European Union, the International Criminal Court, UNESCO, the World Trade Organization, and the Trans-Pacific Partnership are viewed by many as signs of a multilateral system in crisis. Ditto political developments in the United States which call into question the future of security institutions which have formed the bedrock of the international order since World War II - including NATO. But we have also witnessed the rise of new multilateral institutions such as the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank. To what extent is global multilateralism in crisis? If so, what are the main sources of dissatisfaction with incumbent institutions for global governance? And how might long-standing international organizations cope with growing discontent and challenges to their legitimacy?
Learning Goals:
This course will explore current debates about the effectiveness, legitimacy and resilience of contemporary institutions of global governance. Different forms of multilateral governance will be surveyed, including both formal and informal international institutions, and public and private governance initiatives. The focus will be on the extent to which multilateral governance in crisis, and if so, why, and with what consequences. The course will not provide a primer on theories of international cooperation, so students lacking a background in this field may find it helpful to attend POL3 lectures.
The aim of the course is to stimulate discussion. The expectation is that you will devote the time and energy to read the assigned material in a careful and critical fashion, and make informed contributions in seminar discussions.
Assessment:
The Module will be assessed by a single, 3,000 word essay. Essay titles and submission arrangements will be given out in the first session. This will be due on 4th December 2020.
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